Novel Study Unit 

Pg. 1

9H Novel Study Unit

Prepared by I. Coates

F. R. Haythorne Jr. High
Before embarking on the following exercises, students were given book talks on the following novels:

· The Wild Children

· Not Without My Daughter

· The Good Earth

· Red-Scarf Girl

· Shakespeare Stealer

· Smith

I used my knowledge of students’ personalities and skills and placed them into heterogeneous groups.

The groups were given a chance to look at the novels and come to a consensus about which book they would like to study.  The titles were placed on the board, and groups signed up for their first, second and third choices.  They were encouraged to negotiate their own solutions when two or more groups wanted a single title. 

Students were then given the novels and time to read.  A deadline was set for the completion of this task.
Novel Study Unit – Exercise One
(Handout given to students after the completion of reading)

Students must demonstrate the following outcomes while they are working on the first set of assignments for the novel study unit:

What the outcome states:

1.1Discover and Explore

a. Express ideas and develop understanding

Explore and explain how interactions with others and with oral, print and other media texts affect personal understandings.

What students will be asked to do to demonstrate this outcome: 

Students will be given a series of questions to explore and discuss.  They will then be asked to do some reflective writing that identifies how their group members and references to the novel and outside resources affected their personal understanding and influenced their thinking.

What the outcome states:

2.3 Understand Forms, Elements, and Techniques

b. Understand techniques and elements

ii. Evaluate the effectiveness of oral, print and other media texts, considering the believability of plot and setting, the credibility of characters and the development and resolution of conflict.

What students will be asked to do to demonstrate this outcome: 

Students will examine the following topics and discuss them within their groups.  Each topic will be defined and clarified.  

Consider the degree to which the author of your novel has been successful in conveying the believability or credibility of each of the following. 

· Plot

· Setting

· Characterization

· Central character

· Two other characters

· Development of conflict and resolution

Part A - Initial Questions – to be completed individually
1. What is meant by believability and credibility?
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On a scale of 1 to 5, with 5 being very believable or very credible, rate each of the following.  Answer these questions individually, without discussion with your group; however, you must personally consult your novel or outside resources or references to supplement your knowledge.
a. Plot 

In this case, plot will mean the basic premise of the story – the general problem the central character had to solve and the general manner in which that problem is resolved.  This does NOT require an examination of the details of the series of incidents that make up the complication of that problem and its ultimate resolution.  (Write out your understanding of the basic premise of your book, in one or two sentences, on the back of this page.)

b. Setting 

Choose an important and memorable location in the story and record it below:

______________________________________________

Evaluate the clarity of the presentation of this location as well as the time and the feelings (atmosphere / mood) presented by this place.

c. Characterization of the main character or protagonist

Evaluate the degree to which you feel the protagonist has been established as a real person by the end of the story

d. Characterization of two minor characters

i. Antagonist 

Name ____________________________

Evaluate the degree to which you feel the antagonist has been established as real by the end of the story

ii. Another significant character 


       


Name ____________________________

Evaluate the degree to which you feel this character has been established as a real person by the end of the story

e. Development of the conflict and resolution

i. In general, evaluate the believability of the motivation for the behaviours of all the key players in the central conflict of this story.

ii. Evaluate the believability of the resolution of the central conflict in this story.

Part B - Group Consensus

On a scale of 1 to 5, with 5 being very believable or very credible, come to a consensus regarding each of the following. 

You must be able to reference your novel and use references or outside resources in order to support your opinion.  Encourage lively debate whenever possible.


f. Plot 

Before coming to a consensus on the evaluation of the premise for this plot, each group member should read aloud the plot statement(s) written on the back of his/her initial evaluation page.  The group will then determine a NEW plot statement and come to a consensus about its credibility.  (Write out the agreed-upon plot statement(s) on the back of this page.)

g. Setting 

List all the locations that were chosen by your group members in their initial evaluation and come to a group consensus about the level of believability that the author conveyed for each location.  When coming to a consensus, remember to consider the details provided for the place, time, and the feelings (atmosphere or mood) in each place.  

1. _____________________________________

2. _____________________________________

3. _____________________________________

4. _____________________________________

5. _____________________________________

6. _____________________________________


i. Before attempting to come to a consensus about the credibility of the central character, make sure that all group members agree upon the identity of that character. Write his/her/its name below:

_________________________________________ 

As a group, evaluate the degree to which this protagonist has been established as a real person by the end of the story.

h. Characterization of two other characters

i. Antagonist 

ii. Again, ensure that group members agree upon the identity of the antagonist.  Write his/her/its name below:

_________________________________________

Evaluate the degree to which you feel the antagonist has been established as a real by the end of the story.

iii.
Other significant characters 


 

List all the characters that were chosen by your group members in their initial evaluation and come to a group consensus about the level of credibility that the author conveyed for each one.  When coming to a consensus, remember to evaluate the degree to which you feel each character was established as a real person by the end of the story

1. ___________________________________

2. ___________________________________

3. ___________________________________

4. ___________________________________

5. ___________________________________

6. ___________________________________

Development of the conflict and resolution

iii. In general, evaluate the believability of the motivation for the behaviours of all the key players in the central conflict of this story.

iv. Evaluate the believability of the resolution of the central conflict in this story.

Part C – Individual Response

At the beginning of this exercise, you were given an overview in which the following was stated:

What the outcome states:

1.1Discover and Explore

a. Express ideas and develop understanding

Explore and explain how interactions with others and with oral, print and other media texts affect personal understandings.

What students will be asked to do to demonstrate this outcome: 

Students will be given a series of questions to explore and discuss. They will then be asked to do some reflective writing that identifies how their group members and references to the novel and outside resources influenced their thinking.

Metacognition is the knowledge about your own thoughts and the factors that influence your thinking.  This is an important part of all curriculums, and this is what you are being asked to demonstrate here.
You will be doing some reflective writing about how the input of your group members and the use of reference materials, by yourself or other people in your group, influenced your thinking and personal understandings of your novel.  Take some time to think about and plan your writing.

It is important to go over the following evaluation rubrics in order to understand what is expected in this assignment.  Make sure to ask questions if something is not clear to you.

EVALUATION RUBRICS

Content 1: 

Expression of how interactions with others affected personal understanding or personal thinking about this novel.

( ____ / 5 X 2) = ______ / 10

5 – This writing demonstrates a significant depth of the author’s personal awareness of how interactions with others have affected his/her understanding or personal thinking about this novel.  Specific incidents have been analyzed in order to demonstrate this awareness.

4 – This writing demonstrates some depth of personal awareness about how interactions with others have affected the author’s understanding or personal thinking about this novel.  Specific incidents have been referenced in order to demonstrate this awareness.

3 – This writing demonstrates some personal awareness about how interactions with others have affected the author’s understanding or personal thinking about this novel. Incidents are generally referenced or missing, and the demonstration of personal awareness is somewhat superficial.  

2 – Although this writing attempts to address how personal awareness about how interactions with others have affected the author’s understanding or personal thinking about this novel, there appears to be very little understanding of how to look inward.  Specific incidents are missing or unrelated to the topic, and /or very superficial.  

1 – This writing does not address how interactions with others have affected the author’s understanding or personal thinking about this novel.

Content 2: 

Expression of how references to the novel and outside resources influenced personal thinking or understanding about this novel.

( ____ / 5 X 2) = ______ / 10

5 – This writing demonstrates a significant depth of the author’s personal awareness of how references to the novel and outside resources have affected his/her understanding of this novel.  Specific incidents have been analyzed in order to demonstrate this awareness.

4 – This writing demonstrates some depth of personal awareness of how references to the novel and outside resources have affected the author’s understanding of this novel.  Specific incidents have been referenced in order to demonstrate this awareness.

3 – This writing demonstrates some personal awareness of how references to the novel and outside resources have affected the author’s understanding of this novel. Incidents are generally referenced or missing, and the demonstration of personal awareness is somewhat superficial.  

2 – Although this writing attempts to address how personal awareness of how references to the novel and outside resources have affected the author’s understanding of this novel, there appears to be very little understanding of how to look inward.  Specific incidents are missing or unrelated to the topic, and /or very superficial.  

1 – This writing does not address how references to the novel and outside resources have affected the author’s understanding of this novel.

Content Management:

Organization and clarity of thought as well as the accuracy of writing.

( ____ / 5 X 2) = ______ / 10

5 – Writing flows from one idea to the next and is essentially error-free.  The absence of error is impressive, considering the complexity of the assignment.

4 – The writing is generally well organized and contains only minor conventional errors that do not impede meaning or flow of communication.

3 – The writing is generally organized and, by and large, demonstrates correct usage of conventions.  Errors that are present sometimes reduce the clarity and flow of the communication.

2 – The writing is weakened due to the frequent incorrect usage of conventions.  Many of the errors present interrupt the flow of communication.  Writing sometimes jumps from one idea to the next without apparent connection.

1 – The writing is limited due to the constant incorrect use of conventions.  These errors severely reduce the clarity and flow of communication.

TOTAL _____ / 30 = _______ %
Novel Study Unit – Exercise Two

Overview

For this exercise, your group will be preparing a multi-media presentation about your novel.  The basic format will be a PowerPoint presentation; however, physical objects, monologues, music, etc. may also be interjected during your PowerPoint presentation.

One purpose of the presentation is to convey, to the class, in-depth information about the novel so that those students who have not read the novel get a sense of the plot (conflicts and resolutions), personalities of key characters, limitations in point of view, universality of theme and all aspects of the setting as well as the writer’s skills in wordsmithing.  

Another purpose to this assignment is that your efforts in creating this presentation should result in you having a definitive sense of each of these components, whether it is a component you worked on, or one that you contributed to through your feedback.  Your knowledge of each of plot, (conflicts, resolutions), characterization, point of view, theme, setting and wordsmithing will be useful later, when you view a film that is somewhat related to your novel, and you will be expected to identify the differences and similarities in the treatment of these components.

Your multimedia presentation will consist of a number of projects that cover all of the above information.  These projects have been aligned to outcomes that should be represented in that work.  Your group will decide on how the workload will be divided. Although the work will be divided among your group members, every group member will have input on your part of the project, just as you will have input on their parts.  

There will be two parts to your mark on the presentation.  You will be evaluated on your part of the project, and there will be an evaluation of the presentation as a whole.  There may also be some marks for group exercises that you will be doing as you progress through this project.  

Your First Activity for Exercise Two

· Getting acquainted with the project tasks and your group members’ talents and interests

· Contributing initial ideas to all tasks

· Distributing tasks 

· Creating a Plan (timeline, self and group evaluations)

First you will decide on who will do what.  This deciding is a process.  Make sure that you read all of the outcomes below before you start on this decision-making process.  

The tasks required in the group PowerPoint presentation, connected outcomes and evaluation rubrics are outlined starting on page five.  

Decision-making Outcomes:

5.2 Work Within a Group 

a Cooperate with others

ii. Discuss and choose ways to coordinate the abilities and interests of individual group members to achieve group goals.

EVALUATION:  You will get a sense of how well you have completed this outcome by the level of comfort that you will develop within your group.  Remember that, in order to do well with this outcome, you may need to take a bit of time to get to know your group members personally.  How could you know what the abilities and interests of individuals are unless you first take time to find out what they are?  How can you convince your group members that you can be trusted to do your part of the presentation?  Consider these questions as you discuss each task and listen for the input from each group member.  Their input will give you hints as to their interests/talents.  Ask them (gentle) questions to probe for this information.  i.e.  Have you ever created/seen a good PowerPoint presentation?  What was it on?  What made it good?  What part do you think you might be good at doing?  Your genuine interest in their experiences, and ability to clearly and concisely express yours will do much to develop some of the trust that you will need to function well as a group.  However, the real question will be, can you deliver the quality work that you have agreed to do, and will it be done on time?

There is no mark for this outcome; however, it will be apparent, even to an observer, if the group has worked on getting to know and trust each other. 

5.2 Work Within a Group

b. Work in groups

i. Generate and access ideas in a group, and use a variety of methods to focus and clarify topics for research or investigations.

EVALUATION:  To accomplish this outcome, you will discuss, as a group, what each of the projects might look like when it is finished.  This will set the expectations of the group as well as give the student who will end up doing the project some ideas about how it might look.  

There is no mark for this outcome.  It will be apparent, though, how much time the group took to go over this step by the extensive list of ideas each student will have for each project.  The depth of this discussion will also affect the elaboration of the plan you will complete for outcome 5.2.c. (below)  Do not rush this step.

5.2 Work Within a Group

c Evaluate group process

Establish and use criteria to evaluate group process and personal contributions; set goals and make plans for improvement.

EVALUATION:  To accomplish this, students will write out their agreement on the following, and will have photocopied this agreement for each group member.  One copy will also be handed in to me for evaluation.

· due dates for parts of the project  (timeline)

· due date for the total project (allowing for rehearsal time between the completion of the project and the presentation date)

· self evaluation criteria for each part of the project (length – ie. time, components, etc.)

· method and scheduling of group feedback on individual projects (Several feedback sessions should be scheduled in order to keep all group members on task and working at the expected level.  The final feedback session should be enough in advance of the due date to allow time for implementation of constructive criticism.)

· strategies / timelines for sharing information that might be useful to other group members.

· method used if a group member runs into problems with their part.

· action of group if a group member falls behind or does not complete his/her project as agreed upon.

· discussion of any other concerns that group members might have regarding their role or the work of others in the group presentation.

5/5  
This plan is very thorough and reasonable.  It has covered all foreseeable contingencies for the entire project in a reasonable and self-sufficient manner.

4/5  
This plan is thorough and generally reasonable.  This group has covered most foreseeable contingencies for the entire project.  Some aspects of the agreement may not show enough far-sightedness, or may rely unnecessarily on outside intervention.

3/5
In this plan, only a few details have been left out and/or some of the agreed-upon expectations may not be totally reasonable.  Outside interference may be relied upon too often, causing the group to be ruled from outside rather than from within.

2/5
This group may be in trouble with the degree of elaboration expected (too much or too little).  Many important details have not been addressed.  No sense of group work has been demonstrated in the plan.

Groups with marks of 2/5 or less will work on a new plan that makes up for the shortfall.  

I will be working directly with groups that achieved less than 2/5.

THE MARK OUT OF 5 WILL BE MULTIPLIED BY 4 TO GIVE THIS ASSIGNMENT A VALUE OF 20 MARKS.

Working as a Group

· The following outcomes will be demonstrated during your involvement with all projects as you ask for and offer suggestions.
1.1 Discover and Explore

b. Experiment with language and forms

Develop and extend understanding by expressing and responding to ideas on the same topic, in a variety of forms of oral, print and other media texts.

EVALUATION

When students offer or ask for suggestions, they should keep in mind that their presentation must take on a variety of forms: oral, print and other media texts.  This variety of forms is part of the evaluation of the total presentation.

4.1 Enhance and Improve

a.  Appraise own and others’ work

i. Share sample treatments of a topic with peers, and ask for feedback on the relative effectiveness of each.

4.1 Enhance and Improve

a.  appraise own and others’ work

ii. Work collaboratively to make appropriate revisions based on feedback provided by peers.

5.1 Respect Others and Strengthen Community

a. Appreciate diversity

ii. Take responsibility for developing and sharing oral, print and other media texts and for responding respectfully to the texts of others.

5.2 Work Within a Group

b. Work in groups

ii.  Share responsibility for the completion of team projects by establishing clear purpose and procedures for solving problems, monitoring progress and making modifications to meet stated objectives.

EVALUATION

The evaluation of these outcomes will be indirect.  It will be assumed that the combined ideas of a group will be greater than those of one individual.  It therefore follows that the product of an individual, when contributed to by a group, will be a stronger product producing a higher mark.

Time and opportunity for peer input is a necessary component of the agreement that the group designs early in their group work on this presentation.

Students will also be asked for individual feedback for the benefit of themselves and their group members.

Tasks, Outcomes, and Evaluation Rubrics

1. Creation of a synopsis of the plot

· A synopsis of the plot must be written and shared with the class.

· PowerPoint slides for this part should consist of visuals to match the key points of the synopsis in either mood or content.  

· Identification of the main conflict as well as important secondary conflicts and their resolutions must be featured and their effect on the theme must be explained.

· One or more specific slides per conflict / resolution will follow the presentation of the synopsis 

· These conflicts are related to the theme of this novel.

· Consider if symbolic representations of these conflicts are possible.

Outcome that relates to this assignment:

2.2 Respond to Texts

c. Appreciate the artistry of texts

iii. Describe how the theme is developed and sustained through the conflicts and resolutions within the plot.

EVALUATION:

The synopsis is neither too general nor too specific, and it will take about 15 to 20 minutes to present. (An average length book)

____/15

The PowerPoint slides are effective in supplementing the presentation.

____/10

The central conflict and its resolution have been identified and related to the theme

____/10

Important secondary conflicts and their resolutions have been identified and related to the theme.

____/10

The presentation was coherent and clear

____/5 

 (_______/ 50) = ________%

2. Identification and analysis of physical, mental and emotional points of view

· The student must identify the mental and physical points of view used in the story

· An explanation the limitations for each of the mental, physical and emotional points of view used by the author must be given.

· The student must contrast impressions of an incident by representing the incident in its original emotional point of view as well as the emotional point of view of another character. (For example, the student could outline the incident as it appeared in the story, then role play another character and have that character give a reasonable explanation of that incident from his/her point of view.)

**For The Wild Children only:

· The student must explain irregularities in the physical point of view.

Outcomes that must be demonstrated:

2.2 Respond to Texts

b. Construct meaning from texts

ii. Identify and discuss point of view in oral, print and other media texts.

4.1 Enhance and Improve

e. Enhance artistry

Experiment with the language and components of particular forms to represent the perspectives of a variety of people or characters.

EVALUATION:

The mental point of view has been identified and proof supporting this choice has been given.

____/5

The physical point of view has been identified and proof supporting this choice has been given.

____/5

Limitations for each of the mental, physical, and emotional points of view used by the author have been described.

____/15

Contrasting emotional points of view have been presented for one incident.

____/10

The PowerPoint slides are effective in supplementing the presentation.

____/10

The presentation was coherent and clear

____/5

**For The Wild Children only

Irregularity in the physical point of view has been identified and the reason(s) for the irregularity has been given.    




       


____/10

(______/50) OR (______ / 60) = _________%
3. Clear representation of the key characters in the story.

· The student will 

· Describe the appearance and personality of the central character and other major characters in the story 

· Identify the choices and motives of these characters regarding important conflicts that they encounter

· Identify how the author’s depictions of characters’ choices and their motives for making their choices have affected you and/or other readers

· Determine all internal changes that these characters have undergone during the course of the novel

· Analyze whether these changes were plausible and matched the characterization of the character given to that point in the story

· PowerPoint slides must be designed to effectively supplement the oral presentation.

Outcomes covered in this portion of the project:

2.2 Respond to Texts

b. Construct meaning from texts

i.  Analyze how the choices and motives of characters portrayed in oral, print and other media texts provide insight into those of self and others.

2.2 Respond to Texts

c. Appreciate the artistry of texts

ii Discuss character development in terms of consistency of behaviour and plausibility of change.

EVALUATION:

The appearance and personalities of major characters have been clearly presented

____/10

The choices and motives for both characters regarding the central conflict have been clearly presented.

____/10

Insights or conclusions drawn from the choices and motives depicted for each character have been clearly presented. 

____/10

Character changes have been identified and analyzed for plausibility and consistency of behaviour.

____/10

The PowerPoint slides are effective in supplementing the presentation.

____/10

The presentation was coherent and clear

____/5

 (______ / 55) = _________%
4. All aspects of the setting.

· The student will 

· Detail general background information about the place and time in history that are represented in the novel using a combination of direct quotes from the novel, reference to research, and use of images.

· Provide researched descriptive detail of at least three specific places mentioned in the story. Provide images of these three places, and music to demonstrate the mood /atmosphere of each.

· Pinpoint the issues about this place/time in history that make it different from our society today.  

· Offer his/her opinion about how this historical setting affected the outcome of the novel.  (For example, would the problem and its resolution be the same if it happened in our country today?  If not, why not?  What do we have now that they didn’t have then, or what did they have then that we do not have now?)

Outcomes covered in this portion of the project:

2.2 Respond to Texts

a. Experience various texts

iii. Consider historical context when developing own points of view or interpretations of oral, print and other media texts.

2.2 Respond to Texts

c. Appreciate the artistry of texts

iii.  Describe how the dominant impression and mood are developed and sustained through choices in language use and the interrelationship of setting with plot and character development.

EVALUATION:

The general time and place that make up the setting of this novel have been effectively represented through direct quotes, reference to research, and images.  

 ____/15

Three specific places have been detailed through research, images and music.

____/15

Issues that existed in the historical time have been identified and explained. 

____/10

The effect of the historical setting on the outcome of the novel has been analyzed .

____/10

The PowerPoint slides are effective in supplementing the presentation.

____/10

The presentation was coherent and clear

____/5

 (______ / 65) = _________%
5. Theme

· Students must develop a statement of the theme for the novel 

· They must also identify a similar theme in each of the following

· Another story that students have likely experienced

· A current newspaper article or news story

· A poem

· A film that students have experienced.  

· They must find a visual metaphor for the theme (additional guidance will be provided)
Outcomes covered in this portion of the project:

2.2 Respond to Texts

a. Experience various texts

ii. Identify and discuss how timeless themes are developed in a variety of oral, print and other media texts.

2.2 Respond to Texts

a. Experience various texts

v. Express the themes of oral, print or other media texts in different forms or genres.

2.1 Use Strategies and Cues

a. Use prior knowledge

ii.  Use previous reading experiences, personal experiences and prior knowledge as a basis for reflecting on and interpreting ideas encountered in texts.

EVALUATION:

A clear, all encompassing, yet not too general, statement of theme has been developed for the novel.  

____/10

A quick synopsis of a story that shares this theme, and that classmates have likely already read is given.  The justification for choosing this story has also been given.

____/10

A quick synopsis of a current newspaper article or news story that shares this theme is given.  The justification for choosing this newspaper article or story has also been given.

____/10

A poem that shares this theme is read.  The justification for choosing this poem has also been given.

____/10

A quick synopsis of a film that shares this theme, and that classmates have likely already seen is given.  The justification for choosing this film has also been given.

____/10

A metaphor for the theme is presented

____/10

The PowerPoint slides are effective in supplementing the presentation.

____/10

The presentation was coherent and clear

____/5

 (______ / 75) = _________%
6. Art of Writing / Wordsmithing

· Students must identify, share, and analyze several highly descriptive passages.  Before starting the presentation of each passage, the student must create a context for the passage – that is, the position of the passage in terms of the plot and its possible purpose for character development must be stated.

· They must not only identify as many as possible of the following, but also explain how these figures of speech have the potential to affect the emotions of the reader, especially in the passage being quoted.

· Similes

· Metaphors

· Personification

· Imagery

· Allusions

· Alliteration

· Analogies

· Narrative hooks

· Irony

· Rhythm of language

· Symbols

· PowerPoint slides will be supplemented by other components that appeal to several of the senses at once for each of the two descriptive passages.
2.2 Respond to Texts

c. Appreciate the artistry of texts

iii.  Describe how the dominant impression and mood are developed and sustained through choices in language use and the interrelationship of setting with plot and character development.

EVALUATION:

Each descriptive passage has been carefully selected for its appropriateness for this assignment, and has been placed into context regarding both plot and character development. 

Marker’s Notes:
 ____/10

Clear examples of as many figures of speech as possible have been identified.

Marker’s Notes:
____/10

An indication of each figure of speech’s affect on the reader has been expressed.

Marker’s Notes:
____/15

The presentation of selected quotes has appealed to several of the senses.

Marker’s Notes:
____/10

The presentation was coherent and clear

____/5 

 (______ / 50) = _________%
OTHER IDENTIFIED LEARNING THROUGH THE COMPLETION OF THIS PROJECT AS A WHOLE:

1.1 Discover and Explore

b. Experiment with language and forms

Develop and extend understanding by expressing and responding to ideas on the same topic, in a variety of forms of oral, print and other media texts.

The PowerPoint presentation consists of a variety of forms and is a combination of oral, print and other media texts.  

3.4 Share and Review

a. Share ideas and information

i.  Communicate ideas and information in a variety of oral, print and other media texts, such as media scripts, multimedia presentations, panel discussions and articles.

Through both the development of this presentation, as well as the presentation itself, students will share ideas and information by communicating in a wide variety of mediums including scripts, presentation, and discussion.

3.4 Share and Review

a. share ideas and information

Integrate appropriate visual, print and/or other media to reinforce overall impression or point of view and engage the audience

Embedded within the evaluation of each task is the assessment of how well students have integrated their PowerPoint presentation with the oral presentation in class in order to achieve an overall coherence.

Novel Study Unit – Exercise Two

Self Evaluation - Working in a Group

· The following activities may have been demonstrated during your involvement with all projects as you participated in the completion of  your own and others’ projects. 
· Evaluate yourself on a scale of 0 to 4 with 
· 0 meaning ‘never’

· 1 meaning ‘ I thought about it, but didn’t do it’

· 2 meaning ‘ I tried doing it, but not to any great extent’

· 3 meaning ‘ I did this a few times’

· 4 meaning ‘ I was successful at doing this whenever it was needed’

To what degree did you:

1. Share sample treatments of a topic with peers
0   1   2   3   4  

2. Ask for feedback on the effectiveness of your work
0   1   2   3   4  

3. Work collaboratively to make appropriate revisions on your work based on the feedback provided by others
0   1   2   3   4  

4. Become aware of and appreciate the diversity of skills and talents in your group
0   1   2   3   4  

5. Take responsibility for developing and sharing your own part of the project
0   1   2   3   4  

6. Respond respectfully to the work of others within the group
0   1   2   3   4  

7. Cooperate with others
0   1   2   3   4  

8. Participate in encouraging individual group members to use their abilities and interests to achieve group goals
0   1   2   3   4  

9. Generate ideas in your group  
0   1   2   3   4  

10. Access ideas of other people in your group
0   1   2   3   4  

11. Participate in helping to focus efforts
0   1   2   3   4  

12. Clarify topics for research or investigations for others in the group
0   1   2   3   4  

13. Help the group to focus on the purpose of the project
0   1   2   3   4  

14. Participate in procedures for solving problems
0   1   2   3   4  

15. Monitor progress of all group members
0   1   2   3   4  

16. Participate in making modifications to help the group meet agreed-upon objectives.
0   1   2   3   4  


TOTAL:  _____ / 54  

NOTE:  This is NOT a mark.  This number will be used as a comparison.  It will give you feedback that will allow you to understand the difference between your self-evaluation and your group’s evaluation of you, which will be given to you in terms of an average of their totals.

Please proceed with the next five pages, placing the name of a different group member on each page, and evaluating that person on that page.  Please total each page when you have finished it.

NAME OF PERSON BEING EVALUATED _____________________________

To what degree did this person:

1. Share sample treatments of a topic with peers
0   1   2   3   4  

2. Ask for feedback on the effectiveness of their work
0   1   2   3   4  

3. Work collaboratively to make appropriate revisions on their work based on the feedback provided by others
0   1   2   3   4  

4. Appreciate the diversity of skills and talents in your group
0   1   2   3   4  

5. Take responsibility for developing and sharing their part of the project
0   1   2   3   4  

6. Respond respectfully to the work of others within the group
0   1   2   3   4  

7. Cooperate with others
0   1   2   3   4  

8. Participate in encouraging individual group members to use their abilities and interests to achieve group goals
0   1   2   3   4  

9. Generate ideas in your group  
0   1   2   3   4  

10. Access ideas of other people in your group
0   1   2   3   4  

11. Participate in helping to focus efforts
0   1   2   3   4  

12. Clarify topics for research or investigations for others in the group
0   1   2   3   4  

13. Help the group to focus on the purpose of the project
0   1   2   3   4  

14. Participate in procedures for solving problems
0   1   2   3   4  

15. Monitor progress of all group members
0   1   2   3   4  

16. Participate in making modifications to help the group meet agreed-upon objectives.
0   1   2   3   4  

TOTAL:  _____ / 54  
Sample of Student Feedback - Using information gathered from the above forms


Part C - Comparison of Two Media Texts

What the outcomes state:

2.3 Understand Forms, Elements, and Techniques

b. Understand techniques and elements

i.  Compare the development of character, plot and theme in two oral, print or other media texts.

2.3 Understand Forms, Elements, and Techniques

b. Understand techniques and elements

iii. Compare a main character in one text to the main character in another text from a different era, genre or medium.

What students will be asked to do to demonstrate these outcomes:

Students will view a film that has been matched to the novel that they have been studying.  

Red Scarf Girl – The Wave

Smith – Oliver Twist (Polanski version)

The Wild Children – October Sky

Shakespeare Stealer – Secondhand Lions

Not Without My Daughter – Rabbit-proof Fence

Students will discuss questions in their groups in order to help them to develop ideas regarding the comparison.  

They will write a comparison essay that requires them to express their opinions and offer evidence that supports these opinions. 

Questions:

Characters

· What are the similarities in the main characters of these two works?  What are their basic differences?

· What about antagonists or supporting characters – what are some similarities there?  What are their differences?

(Aside from physical appearance and age, consider things like personality, 
 
motivation.)

· What methods of character development were used in the movie that did not occur in the book, and vice versa?

Setting
· Are there any similarities in the time(s) or place(s) of the settings in these two stories?  What are their most important differences?

· What about the atmospheres/moods of specific places?  Does one story have a place that has a similar atmosphere to a place in the other story?  Are there more than one such pairs of similar places in terms of atmosphere/mood?

· What methods of conveying setting were used in the movie that did not occur in the book, and vice versa?

Plot
· What are similar incidents that occur in the plots of these two stories?

· In what ways are the central and/or minor conflicts similar?  How are they different?

· How does the movie develop the plot differently from the book?

Point of View
· Compare the movie and the book in terms of mental, physical, and emotional points of view.  Consider the impact of each of these choices on the perspective of the story that is provided to the audience.  Is it limited in any way?  Is it enhanced?  Is there any other impact on the audience through the choices of these points of view?

Artistic Choices
· The author of the book demonstrated skills and choices in ‘the art of writing’ that were covered by one of your group members.  What are some aspects that should be considered as skills and choices in ‘the art of movie-making’?  How were these best demonstrated in the movie that you viewed?  

· How could the movie have been improved in terms of these or other skills and choices in ‘the art of movie-making’? 

Theme
· Have the person who created the theme for your novel guide your group in developing a statement of theme for the movie that you watched.  How are the statements of theme for the movie and book similar, and how are they different?

Section I:  Narrative/Essay Writing (Time given – 88 minutes – 2 class periods)

Assignment


Ideas

In this case, you have already completed group brainstorming for this part of your exam writing material.

Use the ideas from this brainstorming, but remember to limit the number of ideas you plan to use because you will have only two class periods to complete this work.

Make sure to write a clear thesis statement and a brief outline of ideas that you intend to cover in your essay, and take time to decide on the order in which you plan to cover these ideas.  Use this step to help you control the length of your writing so that it fits the time allotment.  

I will deduct 10% from your mark if you miss this step.

Also, make sure that you have enough time left to edit your writing.

The evaluation criteria that will be used is on the back of this page.  It is the same evaluation criteria that will be used for the PAT exam.


You will have two periods to complete this work (88 minutes).  No extra time will be given.

Make sure to use a header and footer for your essay.
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Write an essay that compares the development of character, plot or theme in two oral, print or other media texts.





	OR





Compare a main character in one text to the main character in another text from a different era, genre or medium.





When writing, be sure to





consider your audience


focus on your purpose and point of view


organize your thoughts appropriately in sentences and paragraphs


use vocabulary that is interesting and effective


edit your work directly on your writing


budget your time
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